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HIS ts he fo of ſome few Diſcoarfes 
relating to this Subject, which J in- 
tend ſhall follow cloſely upon one an- 
eber. I ſhall make no Apology for pabliſping 

hem; for there is but too much Occaſion for 

employing the ableſt Pens about it; and till they 
be ready, it is not only allowable, but commen- 
dable for others in the mean time, to endeavour 
what they can for forwarding Truths of Impor- 
rence, and to flop dangeroas Errors from ob. 
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Tze Ss bjects 1 propoſe to handle are not trifl- 
n or inconſiderable, but of the greateſt con- 
cernment to both the Publick and every parti- 
cular Perſon, Tet at preſent, there is bat little 
MY Encouragement to treat of them; for they are 
either little thought on, or regarded with the 
adays 
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are altogether taken up with the Times, and da Nod 
not mind Eternity. Party Papers and Pam- * ck 
phlets are raad and ftudy'd from Morning to 
Night, and they contribute readily and liberally i 
to 4 Play that will hardly bear once reading. 
But what concerns Rilgion, what may make 
for the Salvation of their Souls, they find no lei-. 
ſure to conſider, all of this Nature is put a- t 
way” as inſipid Stuff. So that the Bookſellers 
are not forward to, untiettake them, and do 
complain f their. Hing heavity on thiir Hands, , 
There is another Diſcouragement to all ſuch "Withc 
religious Unaertakings, ariſing from our unhap- em, 
Diviſions about our Civil Conſtitution, which Wan 
8 ſuch Prejudices, that nothing will go damn, i 
neither is ſavoury, but what comes from a Pars "Wii 
tiſan. The firſ® thing asd, is wbo is. the Weſs 
Author or Speaker ? Of what ſide? Aud rf not af th 
of their Party all is rejected and gainſaid, be R 
it never ſo true, ſo neceſſary, or ſo important. Mit: 
Same puſh their Reſentments aboat theſe earthly Vi. 
Differences, even. againſt Heaven, and are in., 
#urn'd ſo apprehenſive of being Enſlav'd to ßedl' 
ſpeak in their Language, that they will not 
ear of the Obligation to ſubjett themſelves to Reaſo 
God and his Ordinances, and are jealous of al 
who. preſs ay to it, as if they were Ne. 
Enemies to Human Liberty, of which... they 4 b ion 
have very falſe Notions, I could inſtance ſome 3 E. 
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ſo wedded to their Schemes of Policy and Go- 


be, 


wernment, as to turn Atheiſts and Enemies to "Wteſs 
all revealed Religion, becauſe the belief 95 7 erh, 
ty E | 0a © 


The Preface, v 
0 I od and the Scripture, did not favour. their 


i= Ffpecalative and chimerical Schemes. 
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ly i And how far theſe Prejudices will tranſport 
7, en, is viſible from ſome late impudent Pam- 
te lets, which deny all Wit, Judgment, Know- 
i= Mage, and even common Senſe to thoſe who are 
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1— ; t 'of their Cabal, And ſo according to them 
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Whigs and Tories as they are called, thoſe who 
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40 


For the Church, and thoſe who are againſt 
I, ay be eaſily diſcerned and diftinguiſhed, 


6, 


ch Without eutriug upon the Cauſe which divides 
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p .bem, without diſputing the Doctrine of Re. 
chance, without offering particular Teſts of Af- 
mn, lion or Diſaſfection to the Queen and Eſta- 


. W i'd Conſtitution, but by the profound Dul- 


= 
1 


he Weſs of the one, and the Genius and good Senſe 
ot af the other, yea even. by giving an Opportunity 
be Tp Read and Spell, This is indeed High-flying. 
vt, Mit is not abandoning Modeſty and Moderation to 
bly EW itneſs, I know not what may be call'd jo, Cer- 
ire Mainly, they who think, or ſay ſo are fitter for 
to Pedlam than human Society; and till they be cured 


4 
Me; "Me 


wot this Madneſs, it is in vain to offer them any 
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all But it is not only ſuch Mad Men and Apo- 
ere Mies, that oppoſe the attempts to promote Re- 


hey Mlon and the Ring dom of Jeſus Chriſt. 85 
me % are often and very much obſtrutted by 


Inv 1 | bers, even grave, ſober and ſerious Perſons, 
to 1 leſs theſe attempts be made by one of the 
4 arty, and can at the ſame time ſerve their 
304 ®. Intereſt 
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vi The rrefsct 


Interefl. Otherwiſe th elt and raiſe Pre: | 7 
judices againſt the Perfiw 11 villify A vr. 
Aertating, and throw what Obſtacles they can 
in the way, not being willing that Religion 44. 
Dance farther than tihemſelves do, and 2270 9 £ 
others the Credit of dbing any Good, even while 1 5 
they themſelves are incapable of it. Does this © 


#nditate true Teal for God] Is this Mart 1 x Jn 

4 ſincere and predominant Aﬀe ion for Reli- 4 wi 4 a 
gion? Does this give the preference to rhe 4 5 7 
6 


Ming dom of Chriſt? Or is it not rather the 
giving the Scandal of making Religion 4 Sham, | 
only to ſerve temporal and worldly Imteretts. | F 
I wiſh this was better conſidered, and more laid 


to Heart, and then ſome who bear 4 C ee, 
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. 
Tal. 


and who 'profe eſs a more than ordinary Concern- E”; 
ment for Religion, would att otherwiſe, that © #1 
they may appear the Minifters of Chrift more Rate 
than of Parties. + E 


] have not that vain Conceit of uh (al ; 
& to think that I can, or ſhall Hop ah turn 
the impetuous Stream of Mens Paſſions and 


Humours, or make all theſe Diſcouragementi * 
to waniſh away. But neither do I think that * 7 


I ſhould forbear to do what Service I can 1% * | 
Trath and Religion, becauſe of theſe and other EF 
Diſcouragements. The difficulty or improbabilig, 
of Sacceſs, doth nor excuſe the neglect of Dut) 
and of what may be incumbent on as. If wha 
is done pleaſe God, there ought to be no frag. 'J 
Ling and drawing back, becauſe it may not b. 
acceptabli 4 J 
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Me ' . 9 0 
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i: cceptable to Men, yea tho it even provoke them. 
„ er 1 ao not ſay this, as deſpairing altogether 
„ coins de Good, 1 Pave not fo bids 
1 WDrinion of this preſent Age, as to think that 
£4 
ile 


bers is not any who have a Taffe of religious 


„ Vratbs, none capable of Conviction, or willing 
'. Jo admit it. 1 hope the following Papers will 
J ſome ſerious and candid Readers, and that 
d > it is ſincerely intended, ſo they will be E F ect 4a. 


1 do- not write for the Learned, and (6 
% l avoid as much as poſſible, what cannot be 
, © xizhth jadged without turning over many Vo- 
- ares of Ancieuts and others. The Scripture 
{7 1 "OS 
% Ws in every ones Hand, as it is the infallible 
Rule, and the only Source whence ſaving Truth 
' Fhoald be drawn, and my Deſign is to help them 
ho either cannot of themſelves, or who by 
coor of their Buſineſs, have not leiſure enough 
Fo 75 out thoſe Truths, which are neceſſary 
= 'I th to Eternal Salvation, and alſo to heal 
Voſe unhappy Differencss, which at this time 
Harb the Peace of both Church and State. 
ud that their Information may give them 
, e Trouble, I ſhall contrive the Diſcourſes 
. ſhort and plain as well can be, and for this 
End too, have thought fit to Pabliſh them one 
cone, ſo that "twill require neither much 
me to read them, nor much pains to un- 
erfand them. In this fir Diſcourſe, what 
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he Preface. 


I promiſed in the Title, is in my Judgment 
clearly proved. And I defire the Readers to 
Patience with their Dogbts und Que; Þ 
on till they ſee ſore others that are 1 


ww, where 1 hope they ſhall receive full 


1 pray God to Strengthen ſuch as do f 
ſtand, and to bring into the way of Truth 
all ſuch as have Erred and are received, 
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id the Lord added to the Church daily 
=  ſaechas ſhould be Saved. © 
r his is a ſhort Text, but it opens in- 

doa large Field of Diſcourſe. There 
is no Difficulty in eee 
Pords; but they give occaſion to ſtart both 
_ Ennportaat and curious Enquiries. What is 
_ Daly curious ſhould be avoided, becauſe nei- 
her acceptable to God, nor Edifying: God 
Note the Men of Bethſhemiſh with 4 very great 
Slaughter for looking into the Ark, as, you read 
Sam. vi. 19. This is a warning againſt all 
Bold curious approaches of eicher Body or 
Mind. It is great Preſumption and Arro- 
Jance in us to pry curioufly into God's 
Founſels, to ask an Account of his fecret 
Kings, or to take the Liberty to examine 
a; our ſhort ſighted Reaſon the Thoughts 

"and Ways of God, which ate as far above 


LP. 
» 3 
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ur Reach, as Heaven is above this Earth: 
gecret things belong unto the Lord bur God, 
t thoſe things which are revealed; belong unto 

and to our Children, ſaith Moſes, Deut, xxix. 
. That which is revealed we may, nay 
F< ouglit to ſtudy Humbly and ag 
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Cy . 
but we ſhould not offer to go further, nor N 
can we do it without both Sin and Danger. Em 
Wherefore all curious Enquiries ſhould be $7 
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curb'd ; nor ſhould we attempt to Reaſon F< 
or to make Conjectures, about thoſe things 
which are ftill kept hid; for this cannot 
but difpleaſe God, as it bewrayeth the 
Pride and Vanity of our own Minds. For e 
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put Perſons * attempting what is witch. 


out their reac o 


and above their Capacity. 1 


What Man knoweth the things of another Man 1 


fave the Spirit of a Man which is within bin ? 
Even ſo how tan one know the things of God, ou 
anleſs the Spirit of God reveal them? His way 
is in the Sea, his path in the deep Waters, and 
his Foot-ſteps 'are not known, but when he is 
pleaſed to diſcover them. yo 
And as curious Enquiries are offenſive to , 
God, ſo they are not profitable to our ſelves. : 
They do not Edify, but do a great deal 
of hurt; they do not better the N 7 


vie 
ot 
AC 
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World became vain in their Imaginations, of J 
loſt the Knowledge of the true God and were ve 
fe up to a reprobate Mind. The moſt 

nnocent of curious Enquiries are only vain hg. 
- Amuſements, conſuming our ſhort and pre- No 


= 11 


rr eB Eo od OOO 


as * 


ſ 


nor Mind from thoſe things which are really 
er, imporrant and neceſſary. All the time we 
bn Ire *bſolucely-neceſſary; "and why" "ſhould 

e throw it away upon that which profits 
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9 or? 200 UTE 385 091% 0:34. JON 25a 
the Some would think this Text a fair Call 
r 1ecur- of. e "and> the. 1370 
an Pragchas of it, vic. Election and Reproba- 
ion. But 1 have no T houghts of carrying 


ulties which may be ſtarted about them. 
EW hatever ſide one takes he may be puzled 
very ealily; as all the Advantage which 
either fide do boaſt of, is chiefly from the un- 
ganſwerable Objections made againſt the other. 
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I not be cleared from Difficulties and ſeeming 
Anconſiſtences, ſo ſhort is humane Reaſon. 
Me cannot attain to a comprehenſive Know- 
15. edge of the things that are ſeen; the ways 
of Nature are Myſterious, and how ſhould 


0 e be able to explain all the arbitrary 
ind Ways of God, and all the Meaſures and 
e- ethods of his ſecret Oeconomy! We ſhall 

No this hereafter, when we ſhall know even as 
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an pur 1houghts, neither are your Ways my Ways 
ho aith the Lord. For as the Heavens are higher 
or Van the Earth, ſo are my Ways higher than jour 
my Pays, and my Thoughts than your Thoughts. II. lv. 
ei- . To conclude, the Subjects we ſpeak 
or WF are very nice, and ſhould be handled 
in 8 N with 
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with a great deal of Cautlen, and very rare. 
iy before a common Auditory, where there WF 2 
may be ſome who have not the Capacity, Ne. 
nor others the Patience and Leaſure to jud ge op 
aright, as there may be many who by their o. 
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in the midſt of all natural Improbabilities, , 
and even Impoſſibilities. The Devil op- 
s'd it with all his Cunning and Power, 
the Heathen mock'd and raged at it: The 
Rulers and People of the Jews ſpitefully op. 
pos'd it, and Conſpired together to hinder 
it. The Generality of Mankind had an 
entire Averſion to it, their Cuſtoms and 
worldly. Intereſts. did contradict it, even 72 
the beſt had no Diſpoſition towards it. Su, 
that Preaching the Goſpel and Eſtabliſhing 
the Church ſeem'd a vain Undertaking, both 
according to the Maxims of Reaſon and the 
common Courſe of Nature. But yet i 
wonderfully facceeded, becauſe it was k 1 

Go ⏑ 
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Pod and he would have it ſo. He had des 

reed a Kingdom to his Son, he had reſolv'd 

'Y9 2 | 
Sz A 

. ord, even the mighty G 

„lat he would lift. ap his Head, that he would 
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bs 


[eritage, and the uttermoſt parts of the Earth 


es of Men very improper. Gamaliel ſaid 
Wiſely in the great Council of Jeruſalem, 


5 
3 


Wt if tas of Men it would come to nougbt, 
Ot if of God it was in vain to ſtrive againſt 
And that this was of God was moſt 
'Fvident to all who were not blinded with 
Frejudices; for the Miracles which were 
"wrought did demonſtrate it, and the Effects 
e geing the Accompliſhments of old Prophe- 
a e did confirm it. For long before, God 
der id by the Mouth of his Prophet Iſaiah, 
al it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt Days, that 
Je Lord's Houſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the Tip 
a the Mountains, and ſball be exalted above 
e Hills, and all Nations ſhall flock into it. If, 
9 e . 
I. 2. The Devices of Men may be of no 
Effect. Kings and Princes, both great and 
unning Men may be, and often are diſap- 
Pointed of their Deſigns, they cannot always 


Fcompliſh their Will. But faith Gods my 
= | Counſel 
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Counſel ſhall ſtand, and I will do all my len FN: 
re. For as the. Rain comet down, and thi e 
Snow from Heaven, and rerurneth not thither, . 
but matereth tho'Earth, and maketh it bring 
forth and bud, that it may give Seed to the 
Sower," and Bread to the Euter. So ſball 1, 
Word be that goeth forth out of my Month. 
I ſhall not return unto me void, but it ſhall WF 
accompliſh that which I Pleaſe and it ſhall proſ- 
2 in the thing whereto ] ſent it. If. xlvi. 10, 
- 7 7 va HED, þ JF: Ws | 1. Tg 1 MW £ 

© This ſhould be carefully remembred to 
+ ftrengthen our Faith in God's Word, to 
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quicken our Hope in his Promiſes, and to Mie 


Encourage the Undertaking all that Ile has n 


2 


commanded, and whatever is our Duty, I: - 
whatever Difficulty or Improbability there ¶ de 
be in it; particularly this is an Aſſurance Ire 
of the Stability and Proſperity of the Church e 
of Chriſt, whatever be the appearance of 
outward JunEtures: For God hath laid the 
Foundation of it. He at firſt added to it, 
and he will ftill keep it up, for he hath" 
paſſed his Word that he Gates of Hell ſhall 
not prevail againſt it. 5 7 
II. Another thing to be obſerved here, i 
is, that God is the Author of Mens Faith 
and Converſion; for it is ſaid here, that 
they who were added to the Church, that 
is, They who were converted to the Faith he. 
of the Goſpel, they were fo added by the It, t. 
Lord. They were not by Nature better t 
than others, nor did they overcome the Wact 
. Difficulties 
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A 4 D 


en Ob bjections and Hindrincts by 
1 8 er = their own Minds, but by 
h 7 2 of God upon them. It is not 
5 = | 1 that willeth, nor of him that ek bat 
the = God that ſbeweth Meycy. It is God "that 
erb in us ro will and to do of bis good Plea- 
11, Js re. Lydia attended to the things which St. 
ball) F. / Preached more than others, but twas 
roſ- by auſe God oper'd her Heart, Act xvi: 14. 


by. man ſaith Chriſt, can come to me except 


; Þ Father draw Dew. If he reveal the My ſte⸗ 
: to 4 ts of the Kingdom of God, Babes a re» 
roy * ive them, and otherwiſe, 'the Wiſe and 
udent cannot know them. No Man can 

= 4 05 nvert himſelf, nor acquire a true Faith by 
1% e force of dis own natural Parts, nor does 
ere depend upon his Inſtructers and Teachers. 


nce KB re, and the other Apoſtles Preached, but 
ch e Efficacy of their Preaching was of God, 
of he added them to the Church who re- 
the ved their Word: Who is Paul, and who 7s 
it, r ie, bat Miniſters by whom Je believed, 
. 1 1 en 4s the Lord gave to every one. I have 
ai; 


l "A Apoſtles watered, but God gave 2 Eu- 
eaſe, + then neither is he that planted any 


Jy of ing; neither he that watereth, but God that 
th rech the Excreaſe, 1 Cor. jii. 5. 

nat This proves both the Allet of Divine 
hat Trace, and alſo the abſolute Neceſſity of 
ith pe concurring Influence of God's Holy Spi- 
the t, to the making either our own Endeavours 
„ the Miniſtry of others effectual. This 
the 


t Fecheth us to lead, bear and ufe all othet 
1e Þ Endea⸗ 


4 


440) HY 
Endeavours with an entire Dependance * 
God, praying for his Aſſiſtance, as to picrib * 
the whole Succeſs unto him. This taketh a? a | 
way all ground of Boaſting, and leaveth n{ { * 
place for ee, He that is convictef = 
and converted is ſo of God; He that hee 
broken off his wicked Courſe, it is becauſ® 1 + 
Sod has moved and perſwaded him. No 
Man has any Good in him, but what he bi 
received, nor can he attain to any Good bu 
as God enableth him. Wherefore all ſhoul' | 
ive thanks to God for what they are, and 
for all the good they do. No Man ſhoul:Mſ 
truſt to his own Underſtanding, nor 81900 IS 
in his own Wiſdom, Eloquence, or othe 
Parts, nor think by theſe to be able of him 4 
ſelf to promote his own Salvation, or the f 
Salvation of others. But all ſhould glory i ic? 
the Lord, and thank his Grace, by which al 4 
Progreſs is made and all Succels obtained f 
Miniſters ſhould pray for a divine Blei f 5 I 
upon their Labours, otherwiſe they labour il , 
vain: And People ſhould pray to Ged ti} 5 
work with the Miniſters of his Word, and 
alſo to accompany their own reading, hearim & *% 
and all other Acts, with the gracious Infſu . : 
ence of his Spirit, otherwiſe they may heats 
and attend a Peter, a Paul, and the moſt i in 8 
ſpired Perſon, and never be a whit the bettet 
for it, as they may profit under weaker In. 1 
ſtruments when they have ſuch divine Help 


which is not denyed to them that ask it. 
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r we ſee here, how that God 


N 8 
- ha | 
| by Me not near them, were not joined to the 


ou urch, nor had they Grace to believe, or 
an be converted. God himſelf is free, and 
oul' d to no Rules or Meaſures but what he 
elf preſcribes. The Wind bloweth when 


it, either to raiſe or to lay it. So doth the 
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0 rit of God; but it pleaſeth the Wiſdom of 
ad, cemmonly and ordinarily to work by 
ward means both in the State of Nature 
and Grace, nor is his Bleſſing, which both 
ianeth and perfecteth every good Work, 
be expected but in the uſe of theſe means 
ich he has appointed. God is the Giver 
d Supporter of our natural Life. For Man 
ing Neth not by Bread alone, but by the Word 
ich proceedeth out of God's Mouth. Which 
Mord is able to maintain Life where Food 
2 wanting, as in the Inſtances of Moſes, 
ute, jah and Chriſt, But commonly this power- 
In. W! Word is only given by the uſe of Bread, 
that they who refuſe to Eat may reſolve 
"© Die: Even ſo it hath pleaſed the ſame 
vine Wiſdom to appoint certain Means for 
1171 setting and carrying on the ſpiritual Life: 
= C 2 Theſe 
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Theſe are the Miniſtry of the Word al Sa: % * 
craments, ſo that without them by the or. 
dinary Oeconomy of God, there is neither 
New-birth nor { Prin Growth and Advance. 1 al 
ment, but a continuance in an —— . 
State. By theſe we are born again, and br 
them we are nouriſhed ; by them we are firſt 
renewed, and by them alſo we are precio I 
becauſe the Almighty Spirit of God worketh 
in and by them, He gave ſome Apoſtles, aud [6 1 
Prophets, and ſome Eons and [ome 25 
and Teachers, for the perfecting of the Saints 77 
the work of the Miniſtry, for the Eaifying of th 
Body of Chriſt, till we al come in the Unity " 1 
the Faith, and of the Knowledge of the Sow 77 
God unto 4 perſect Man, unto the Meaſure 7 
the Stature of the falneſs of Chriſt, Thi 
is God's appointed Method, and we ought $ 
to follow it if we would have the = 
God is not indebted to us; Grace is his ow! ñ 
free Gift, and ſo muſt be Teceived according 1 
to his own Will, by the Ways and Mean 
he himſelf has preſcribed. We muſt no 
offer to alter the Oeconomy of God, we ought! Ache 
not to preſcribe to him, nor is there any grouni if 


for thinking, that the follow ing our own Fan tr) 


cies and Conceits may be as effectual and be e 
neficial, as the obſerving God's n i 
and Inſtitutions. If theſe be not duly an 
devoutly waited on, there can be no res 
3x * nor true ſpiritual Life, whatever mi 

boaſted. There is therefore no greats þ 
Deluſion, and it is a ſad one too, than thi ! 
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S8. Myfiical Enthufiaſia, which has got footing 
or. very where, and which too much prevails 
ther mong all ſorts of Chriſtians, and which 

keth them off from the uſe of outward: 
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et none therefore deſpiſe the Ordinances of 
hoc, becauſe they may not well underſtand 
Ihe reaſon of them; neither let them ſlight 
he Sacraments, becauſe of the outward ſim- 
Jplicity of them; nor undervalue the Mini- 
ſtry becauſe of the weakneſs, and meanneſs of 


2 


72 
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| be thoſe who are employed; for God's Grace 
nc does not depend upon the worthineſs of the 
Inſtrument. The weaker the means, it is 
rei the greater Demonſtration of his Power, as 
maj pf our Faith, Humility, and Dependance on 
at! him: Nor ſhall the unworthineſs of the In- 
tha Atrument hinder his Grace and Bleſſing if ana 
I as 
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(14) Y 
has appointed it. For after that in the Wiſe 1 
dons of God, the World by Wiſdom knem wot rt 
God, it pleaſed God by the fooliſhneſs of Prea- 
chung to ſave them that believe. 1 Cor. 1.21. 
Is it ſo? and then is not the Miniftry of 
the greateſt Importance, is not the Land 
bleſſed, and the People happy, where this is 
Efabliſhed, without which Grace is not given, WFP! 
neither doth the Spirit work to Salvation. O 
how thankful ſhould People be for this Bleſ- 8, 
ſing, and how careful to keep it? Is it not alſo ä 
a great Honour to be employed in the Mi- 
ry, ſeemeth it a ſmall thing to any to be 
the Conveyor of divine Grace, the Inſtrument 
by which the Holy Ghoſt cometh on the New i 
Creation, by which Chriſt deſtroyed the 
Works of the Devil, and advanceth his 
own Kingdom? Who is ſufficient for theſe * i 
things? This raiſeth the Honour of the Mi- , 
niſtry above all ſecular Offices whatſoever. , 
But this is an Honour for which there is no 
Reaſon to be proud, or lifted up. This will 
not juſtify Huffing, Hectoring, and treating 
any with Contempt. This Honour obligeth * 
to be ready to ſerve the meaneſt in the way . Þ 
of Salvation, as to walk our ſelves with Fear 
and Trembling, kaft the Work in our Hands 
miſcarry by our Neglect, Imprudence and 
Miſmanagement, which would be fatal to 
our ſelves and others. FN 2 
IV. A fourth thing to be obſerv'd from 
this Text, and it is what I had chiefly in my 
View, becauſe very little conſidered, = Wn 
* | hat 
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3 4 hat an Union Ty Compnnjag with the 
* rue Church of God is abſolutely neceſſary 
1 Life and Salvation. For you ſee them 
F at ſhould be ſaved were added to the 
Church, to the End that they might be ſaved. 
or if they could be ſaved otherwiſe, why 
my to the Church in order to it. Where- 
Pre this is the Will of God, that all who 
re. ſaved ſhou'd be of the C hurch. 


:0 God might have left all to periſh, but it hath 
10 eaſed him to have Mercy on ſome, nay 
i. Wdecd to offer the Benefit of Salvation to all; 
= Mut then this unvaluable Privilege of God's 
nt Mercy is entailed on the Church, ſo 


1 gat all who truly belong to it ſhall be ſaved 
2 d none other, that is, they only ſhall eſcape 
"Me . Condemnation of Sin, and obtain that 
4 Slory, Honour, Immortality, and Eternal Life 
. 4 [ 12 and revealed in the Gofpel. Here 
Eith Lactantius, is the Fountain of Truth, the 
Hocſbola of F aith, the Temple of God, whoſoever 
| not in here, or whoſoever goeth out here and 
| PL it, cannot 1 3 the hope of Life and Eter- 
bY. 2 Salvation, Inſtit. I. iv cap. xxx. ad fem. 
This is a Point of great Moment, which 

oer to be laid to Heart more than it is. 
3 - Home ſeem not to believe it, and the gene- 
"> Plity have little Senſe of it; but it may be 
Fvident to every one that will fairly, im- 
9 Tal and calmiy examine it. Wherefore 
ſhall ſhew firſt, That the Church is the 


om | I Proper Place of Salvation, Secondly, That it 
ny | Fan be no other where expected. 
of *F 


J. 


I. Firſt, I ay 10 Church is the propel 9 
Place of Salvation, that is, here it is given 
and here it may be expected. This is neccaſſri. | 
ly to be inferred from theſe high and — | 
ble Epithets beſtowed on the Church, whey 
it is Called the Kjngdom of God, the Houſe of "ii 3 
the everliving God, Chriſt's Sheepfold,, the 09 1 
7 Chrift, the Spouſe of Chriſt, "Theſe are not 

attering Titles affected by Men; but the 
are given by God himſelf, who can 70 
nothing but Truth, and who purpoſely Ho. 
nours the Church with theſe N ames, to giv: | 
us to underftand that by the Church we maß 
be ſure of Life and en; for When God 
impoſeth Names on Perſons or Things, it. 
Imports that they have the nature; or do beat | 
the Character which ſuch a Name ſi 1 7 þ 
fies. Now becauſe the Church is ſo hig 1 
dignified, hence it is that all true real Mem. 
bers of the Church are call'd Saints, the Mn. 
bers of Chriſt, the Elect of God, his well beloved, th 
Childrenof the Kzngdom, the Sous of Goa, the Heir 
-of God and C in" withC brift, a choſen Gener« % 
tion, a royal Prieſthood, an Holy Nation; 4 pecaliat © L Ie 
People. Theſe are great Names, whic malt 
Salvation fure to all to whom they belong; 
as they belong to all who are trul adde! 
to the Church, that is, have a rea Union 
and Communion with it. Wherefore in 
Scripture the Diſciples or Chriſtians are othe: | [ | 
wiſe named e, or the Saved, as in the 


— and the Redeemed of the Lord; e ; 
J 7 


I. 
1 705 
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EC: ) 
joining the Chuck, they have a tris 
; and Claim to Salvation. 
II. Again as it is evident that Salvation 
4 * eternal Life is made ſure, by a true Uni- 
F and Communion with the Church, ſo it 
n neither be expected, nor had without the 
U Ehurch for theſe Reaſons. Firſt, This may 
certainly concluded from the Ancient 
ypes of the Church. St. Peter makes the 
1 of Noah ene, 1 Ep. iii. 19. Therefore as 
* who were not in the Ark, ſo 
Pne can obtain that Salvation preached by 
e Goſpel, unleſs he be firſt brought into 
Church. 

Another Type of the Church Was Iſrael, 
tbe Jewiſh Nation. They were made Goa's 
1 x Peuliar People and had fingular Priviledges: 
” Mfter they were gather'd together, ſeparated, 
Id united into one Body or Kingdom, all 
=. ther Nations were caſt of, nor any admitted 
IÞ partake of their Priviledges till he became 
„ 0 e with them by Circumciſion. Nay none 
-Fould be ſo much as admitted to enter the 
guter Courts of the Temple, unleſs he re- 
ounc'd his Paganiſm, embrac'd the God of 
Fr ae/ as the only true God, by. Virtue of 
= Fee Revelations by which he had diſtin- 
| mats himſelf, and alſo promiſed to obſerve 
7 Precepts of Noab. This was to be 4 

1 77 of the Gate as they called it, and there 
4 s no doubt but all ſuch were inſtructed in 
ie Promiſe made to Abraham, that in his 
7 ed all the Nations 4 rhe Earth ſhould be 
. F bleſſed 
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bleſſed; and fo believed and expected the Meſ. n. 
ſiah as well as the Jews, which was ſufficient Mt 
then to bring Perſons into a State of Grace Fr 
and Favour with God, as it was a ſeparation cc 
from the wicked idolatrous World, and an it 
Incorporation with God's peculiar People. 
Whence we may conclude that none can be 
a Citizen of the Heavenly Jeruſalem, unleſs "8 
he come over to the Church, be ingrafted te 
into it, and become a true lively Member of 8 
mm; .> 13 1 
Secondhy, This is a neceſſary Inference from 
what Chriſt ſaith, Joh. x. 16. And other Sheep ﬀ 
I have which are not of this Fold, them alſo 
I muſt bring, and they ſhall hear my Voice, and "i 
there ſhall be one Fold and one Shepherd. Chriſt 
is the one Shepherd, the one Fold is his . 
Church, and he ſays expreſly that all his 
Sheep muſt be brought into it. Wherefore 3 
they who are not brought into the Church, 5 
they are not yet become his Sheep, nor have 
they the Benefit of his Fold: They do not 
lie and feed in his green Paſtures, neither doth .; 
his Rod and his Staff comfort them. And in In; 
conſequence of this, St. Paul ſaith expreſly of 
all without the Church, that they are without 
Chriſt, Aliens from the Common Wealth of Iſrael, 
and Strangers from the Covenant of Promiſe, . 
having no hope, and without God in the World, 
Epheſ. ii. 12. | | | 8 
Thirdly, As Jeſus Chriſt is the Author of 
Salvation, for zeither is there Salvation in an) 
other, for there is none other Name under Hlea- © 

| ve 


= = 
fer, Wen given among Mew whereby we muſt be ſavea. 
iem cc. iv. 12. So in order to be ſaved by him, 
ere is a neceſſity of receiving him and of 
oming his Diſciples, which cannot be 
Pichout joining with the Church and abiding 
Mit. For this Cauſe, the Apoſtles were ſent 
1 be t to preach Chriſt among all Nations, and 
plant a Church every where, and to ini- 
te into the Church by Baptiſm all that be- 
Ji&v'd and hearkned unto them, that thereby 
Salvation of Chriſt might be communi- 
ed. What neceſſity of preaching the 
Vel throughout the World? Why ſo many 
Miracles to confirm the Truth of it? If it 
indifferent whether *twas known or pro- 
d. What reaſon for planting the Church 
. With the Blood of io many Martyrs, if Sal- 
tion could be obtained without the Church? 
Bu: as Moſes lifted up the Serpent in the Wilder- 
V: So. *twas neceſſary after Chriſt was lif- 
. bed up upon the Croſs to procure our Salva- 
not n, to make him conſpicuous to the World 
By Preachiog, that all might have the Oppor- 
nity of beholding him and embracing him, 
"Which was neceſſary to their Salvation. They 
Wat were bitten by the fiery Serpents, were 
it healed ſo ſoon as Moſes lifted up the 
110% Hazen Serpent. It did not eaſe them till 
1% Ney looked upon it with Faith in him who 
pointed it the means of their Recovery. 
J Jeſus Chriſt being made perfect, is become 
e Author of Eternal Salvation unto all them 
1. MM” obey him, He is able to ſave them to the 

64 rw D 2 | 
ö urttermoſt, 


St. Paul faith, without Faith it is impoſſible to In 


Again as Faith, ſo Baptiſm is neceſſary, for "W 
Chriſt hath joined them together in the Text '®# 
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uttermoſt, or for ever, that come unto God by % 
bim, as St. Paul ſaith Heb. v. 9. vii. 25. But 
as none felt the Virtue of the Brazen Serpent, 
except they looked upon it; they who ſcorn'd ih 
or neglected it had no Benefit? S0 the Sal. 
vation of Jeſus Chrift, reacheth only ſuch 
as are his Diſciples and do profeſs his Name. 
. Foartbly, It is Evident that Eternal Salva- 
tion is not given abſolutely, but on certain 
Conditions, which Conditions cannot be per. 
form*d without the Church, nor by any that 
do not join it and abide in it. As for In. 
ſtance, none can be ſaved without Faith, for 00 


t 
# 


pleaſe God, and Chriſt himſelf faith He that 
believerh not ſball be Damned. Mark xvi. 16. 
But Faith is wrought by the Word of God, 
which none can have without the Church. 


laſt quoted, ſaying, He that believeth and ii Wt! 
baptized ſhall be ſaved. As in his Diſcourk ra 
with Nicodemas, Except a Man be born of Wa 
ter and of the Spirit he cannot enter into th 
Kingdom of God. Which is alſo preface! int 
with a werily verily ] ſay anto you, to int: Ind 
mate the abſolute Truth and Certainty of ii WE 
But now the Laver of Baptiſm and Regene 8 
ration, or of the New-Birth cannot be com: Pro 
at without the Church, for the Church on) ple 
hath the keeping of it, as the Privilege to ad Pe 
miniſter it. Is it not likewiſe ſaid by Chrif, / 
Verity, verily I ſay unto you, except ye 9 i I 
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d by b of the Son of Man, and Driak his Blood, 
Bur In have n0' Life in you, But there is no Op» 


dent, rtanity of doing this without the Church, 


rn'd rthermore, doth not Chrif make it neceſ- 
_ Sal- y 70 obſerve all things whatſoever he has com. 
ſuch g nded, as is clear from the Commiſſion given 
me. the Apoſtles, Mat. xxviii. 20. But how can 
alva · he known what Chriſt commands? Or how 
rtain Wit poſſible to obſerve it without entring 
per- Church and living in it. Being therefore 
that Wither the indiſpenſible Conditions can be 


of 


4 


In. Wrformed, nor the neceſſary Means uſed with- 
, for It the Church, ſo neither without it can 
le t1 Wvation be obtained. 
that &ifthhy, The neceſſity of being added to 
. 16. Church in order to be ſaved, appears 
God, a m the Hiſtory of Cornelius, to whom God 
arch Wt an Angel to make him call upon Peter, 
Int he might learn of him what he ought to 
that is, what was farther neceſſary to Sal- 


9 for 9 74 
1d is Wation and Eternal Life, beſides his Devotion, 


hure Prayers and Alms, viz. Faith in Chrift and 


Wi he being incorporated into. the Church. In 
th Ake manner God commanded St. Paul to con- 
acel Wnue at C orinth, and to Preach there boldly, 


int- nd he gives this Reaſon for it, becauſe ſaid 


of i. de to him, I have much People in this City. 
zene ct xviii. 10. Both theſe Paſſages clearly 
om: Prove that they who are called to be the Peo- 
only Ple of Goa, and ordained to Eternal Life muſt 


> ad pe added to the Church, as that this is to be 


ri, Þy the Miniftry of Men. 
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Againſt 
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Againſt this will be bjeted, Firſt, the Au: 1 
thority of ſome great and learned Men, both 
Ancients and Moderns. Secondiy, That this is to "Wl 
limit the infinite Mercy of God. 'Thiraly, That | the 2 
God's Grace and Mercy were not conſined to 4 1 
Irael of old, and neither ſhould be reſtrained to 
the Church now. Foerthly, That this is to. M 
lay the far greateſt part of Mankind under 4 
moſt ſevere, yea, a cruel Sentence which eme | 
not conſiſtent with either the Goodneſs or 
Juſtice of God. 

I. As to the firſt, tis true there are conn 
great and learned Men both among the An- 4 
cients and Moderns, who extend Salvation 
to the Gentiles remaining Gextiles, but upon 
different Principles, which ſhews that they 
ſpeak by conjecture, and not from certainty. 7 4 
Their Notions are not drawn from Revela. Th ue 
tion, nor fortified by it. They reaſon from 
what ſeems plauſible to themſelves, and are 
prompted to it by an exceſſive Eſteem and . 
Admiration of ſome Philoſophers and others fa 
among the Heathen, which when rift 2 7 
examin'd, is but ill grounded. = 

Certainly , thereis an Honour and Deference 4 
due to learned Men. Knowledge and Lear. 
ning are valuable and uſeful gifts; none can 
deſpiſe them but ſuch as have them not, or 5 
are engag'd in ſome Project, or fond of ſome. Er. 
Schemes which will not endure their Teſt. * 
But let Men be never ſo learned and emi- 
nent, their Authority is not ſufficient alone "ll 
to Eſtabliſh Truths. There is but one Rabbi 


and 
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th Wd one Maſter, even Chriſt, whofe Word 


to Wakes Truth, and ſhould paſs for it, all o- 
ers are fallible, and tho? it be too common, 


ö 

1 

*. bh: = x 
ms a 
" + 


Or _ 


| # :* 
but 
The very beſt and moſt learned ſhould be 
Heard and read with great care and caution, 
let they miſlead us into Error. 

nd And ſo to return to the matter in hand, 
i zve will not be impoſed on, no Names of 

A er Ancients or Moderns ſhould incline us 
think that Salvation may be had without 
e Church, both for the Reafons formerly 
gwen, and alſo becauſe of the abſurd Con- 
can WMuences. For if they may be ſaved who 
- s not believe, how ſtands the Truth of di- 
me Wane Revelation, which requires Faith, and 


me x . > 
el. Makes it abſolutely neceſſary? If Heathens 


\. 


mi. Id thoſe without the Church may be ſaved 


ICY / 


one we | 5 * 
"Ts loved and in a better condition, becauſe 
% e may be faved on eaſier Terms, Then 


ag well as Chriſtians, then Heathens are more 


it is no Advantage, bur a great Diſadvantag II 
Preached unto them, or a Church Plants 


and has an Averſion to. Now ſhall we ſa; 


ſeeing the wonderful Manifeſtations of ini 
with the Children of Light, or that the 


and forſake all Intereſts to follow him wi . 
things laid up for them than others! A ho! 


in the Goſpel may be had without the Church 
OY th» *'» he 4 
and conſequently it is a groſs Error to aſſert it. 


(24) 


to any Nation or People to have the Geſpe . 
among them, becauſe it rendreth their 8 
vation more uncertain, in that there are moi 
and greater difficulties to overcome for o 
raining it. They muſt conquer Senſe, ſtrugg * 
with Reaſon, reſiſt the World in more PA 
ticulars, abſtain from Sins which do not ay 
pear by the Light of Nature, and do an 
obſerve things which Nature is ignorant 


h 


that the Goſpel Revelation is no Benefit © 
That it is no Mark of ſpecial Favour to 1 
taken out of Darkneſs into a marvellous Ligh e 
to be let into the eternal purpoſes of th a 
divine Counſel! To have the Priviledge MW un 
na 

nite Wiſdom, Power, Juſtice, Holineſs, Goot i © 
neſs and Mercy? Can we think that the "i 10 
who walk in Darkneſs, ſhall be made equ . 
3 
who live by Faith in the Son of God, w 
receive all his Promiſes, and obey all . 
6 . % te 
Commands, who get over all Difficultie it 
ther he is pleaſed to lead them, that the f 


ſhall not be better rewarded, nor have bett. B 


| fir 


theſe no Abſurdities? No, they muſt be 2% e * 
mitted as Truths, if the Salvation promiſe : , 
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In. Another thing objected againſt the 
1 8 5 >Arine propoſed from this Text, is that 
. 22 the Mercy of God, which is infi- 
and Which is Bid to be ſpread over all 
F | Works. But to this it may be anſwered; 
t indeed *would be great Preſumption in 
of our ſelves to ſet Bounds to God's Mers 
bur if he himſelf has done it, we oughe 
K | take notice of it; and it is no leſs Preſum- 
4 Won to extend the Acts of Merey beyond 
et God has promiſed and declared; All 
G . Attributes are infinite, but the Exerciſe 
chem is free, and depends only on himſelf, 
1 4 it doth not ſeem good to him to exert 
or any of his Attributes to the utmoſt 
4 uh yays, on every occaſion, and in evety 
Wbjca. doth all things in Wiſdom, 
1 by the Counſel of his Wiſdom, which 
cannot conceive or comprehend; he doth 
A "uo always exert every — ih every 
1 Act according to its infinite Ex- 

9 t, Every Creatute is the production of 
Un 7 es Wiſdom and Power, yet every Crea- 
4 Pre has not all the Perfections which infi- 
, * * and Power could have given 
He could have endued Beafts with 
1. 12 and Underſtanding, as in the Inftance 
7 2 Aſs, and yet he has not thought 
ft. He can make one Loaf of Bread feed 
4 Thouſands, and there 'are but two Inftances 
| Pf it ſince the beginning of the World. Many 
4 I idows were in Iſrael in the Days of Elias, when 
Ve Heaven was ſput up three Tears and ſix 
9 E J Mon hs, - 
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Manths, wien great Famine wal throughout 
all Lend: but unto none of them was Elias Honec 
ſent, ſave unto Sarepta, 4 City of Sidon unto a yed 
Woman: that was « Widow. So there were ere 
many Lepers in the Days of Eliſba, but none um 
were cleanſed ſave Naaman the Syrian, Al en. 
the Martyrs could have been ſaved: as the ed t 
three Children, yet God ſuffer d them to be Mid n 
burned. And as God's infinite Power doth s 1 
not act always as far as it can, ſo neither is. 
his Juſtice executed to its utmoſt Rigour, ¶ at 
otherwiſe the World would be ſoon at an entr 
End. Every wicked City is not conſumed puld 
as Sodom and Gomorrha; every ſacrilegious ir 
Perſon is not ſtruck as Ananias and Saphira; Ver 


5 


all Murmurers are not overthrown as they t 
in the Wilderneſs; all ſeditious Diſturbers of ved 
Church, and State; have not the fate of Cora: ly 
and his Company. His Juſtice is ſuſpended me 
by bis Wiſdom, and out of Mercy he doth Mr! 
not on all oecaſions pour out all his deſerved II 
Wrath. And in like manner infinite Mercy ac 
has its Reſtraints. He preſerveth both Man Ul 
and Bea, and diſtributeth to the neceſſities ith 
of every living thing. Some kind of Mercy hur 
reacheth to all, and is the cauſe that theß 
are continued in being. But all are not tre- 
ted with the ſame meaſure of Mercy. The 
Devils are not ſpared as Men are; nor have 
all Men time and grace to repent. A gra- 
cious Look upon Judas might have wrought 
the ſame Effect as upon Peter; and he who 
betr ayed Chriſt was capable of being par- 
| j ; EE he doned, 


W 
as loned, as well as he who ſo ſhamefully de- 
yed him. If the mighty Works which 
Pere done in Chora xis, Berbſaida and Caper- 
tum, had been done in Jie, Sidon and So- 
Jom, they would have repented and remai- 
ed to this Day, ſaith Chriſt; and yet God 
de id not think fit to work tlieſe Works there. 
.it is written he hath Mercy on whom be 
is have Mercy, and whom he will he hardneth, . 
at is, leaveth to the hardneſs they have 
WWntratted: Nothing leſs than infinite Mercy 
Puld pardon Sin, but this infinite Mercy by 
irreverſible Decree cannot reach to Unbe- 
2; vers and impenitent Perſons. If God was 
y t infinitely merciful. no Man could be 
red, and yet it pleaſeth him to ſave thoſe 
ly who are added to the Church, and be- 
= Popes. of his Well-beloved Son Jeſus 
art. | Wet = $ 
III. A third thing objected is, that the 
race and Mercy of God were not confin'd 
© //rael, or the Jewiſh Church of old, and 
either ſhould be reſtrained to the Chriſtian 
Fhurch now. To this I ſay with St. Peter, 
„g of a Truth God is no Reſpecter of ' Perſons. 
Por from the beginning he purpoſed that 
"Salvation ſhould be univerſal, and the Church 
Fruly Catholick, gathered out of all Nations. 
e had a Church before Abraham, and fo be- 
Pre his Poſterity was Elected. Adam brought 


nc Church out of Paradiſe, which continued 
the Flood. WVoah and his Sons who were 
F< Remnants of that Church, laid the 
£ E 2 F'ounda- 
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Foundation of it again in the New World, 
As by them the World was Peapled, ſo by Mno 
them che Knowledge of the true God, the of 
romiſe of a Saviour, and the Worſhip byj 
which typified. him were propa-| 
gated. | They who received theſe things and 
walked — rig certainly —4 did 
were ſaved; for there were no. other cond. 
tions then, and they believed God and' | 
Word, and had a Faith in the Redeemer 
promiſed, unable to the Rewvelation then | 
ven, which are eſſential and i u 
Terms. Nosb lived after the thte 
Hundred and Fifty. Years, Sem above Foul I 
— 45 all the while . and Te 
yr way of God, and no doubt b I 
— means many received the Grace of G 2 
and were vali for Salvation; as tber 
were diverſe other Inſtructors every wher. 
who called upon Men to fear God, and t 
mn thoſe Traditions of Noch and 1 
When God called Abraba and — = 
his Proſterity, twas not intended to ex 9 
from Grace and Salvation the reſt of ih 
World. ee; the promiſe to Abraham wil 
that in his Seed all the Nations of the Ear 
ſhould-be. blefſed ; and by Moſes God gail 
diverſe Precepts for admitting the Gentil. 
and encouraging tbem to join the 1 
in the Profeſſion and Worſhip of the tu 
God, which proves that the Gentiles well 
not cut oft from the Grace and —_— 1 

00 
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God, tho? for certain Reaſons they could 
by Wnot partake of all the temporal Priviledges 
of the Jers; as that the vilible and ſingular 

Viſtinction of the Jews, was chiefly, to male 
evident in the fulneſs of time, that the Meſ- 
ſiah, Or Chriſt was of- the Seed of Abraham 
according to the Fleſh, as Was long before 
declared and promiſed. Nay the calling of 
Alralam, the ſeparation of his Poſterity, and 
nel tbe eſtabliſhing them by ſo. mighty a Hand, 
was ſo far from being a Prejudice to the 
NCesciles, or taking from them all Hope in 


(2. to promote 
1 their Salvation, by reviving among them the 
Knowledge of the true God, and giving 
chem a. carer: and more certain Light to 
walk by. For the Wonders in Egypt, and 
ce many Miracles wrought; in carrying the 
reople of ae to the promis'd Land, were 

| ſufficient to awaken the World, as they 
verre Demonſtrations and Convictions which 

IF prevailed with many then. And that theſe 

Convictions might be continued and made 

48 effectual for reclaiming the Gentiles to the 

Acknowiedgement of the true God, . He of- 

ten wrought by means of the Jews, ſtrange 

and miraculous Providences among them, as 
the curing of Naaman the Syrian, the ſen- 
ding Jouah to Ninjve, the deliverance of 
the three Children, and of Daniel ous of 
the Lyons Den, which procur'd two De- 
crees, the one from Nebuchadne xar, the other 

from Darius, that all ſhould own the 1 

Pp. | O 
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of Iſrael for the true God. And certainly 


e BY A - feared ay and 
c Were accep So 
r e it cannot be ſaid that the Grace 
and Mercy of God, with ref 


pect to Salva. 
tion was confin'd to the Perſons of the . 
Jens: But it is alſo evident, that after God I 
chooſed them for his peculiar People, and 
eftabliſh'd his Church among them, all the 
Grace' which appeared among the ' Gentiles . 
flowed from the Jews, and was conveyed i 
by their means. After the 7/rae/ices were © 
called and conſtituted into a Body, and made . 
a Church, there were no Sem, no Melchi- 
ſedetks, no Jobs, no true Prophets in any 
other place. No ſpiritual Light but what 4 
ſhined in udea and from it; no ame : 
Knowledge of God, but what was learned 
and borrowed from theſe his peculiar Peo- * i 
ple. As in the Creation of the - World, af. | 0. 
ter the fourth Day, when the Sun and Moon 1 
were created, the Light that was created the 
firſt Dy and continued the two fol owing | 4 
Days, appear'd no more. But all the Len 13 
which the the World has had ever fince, has 3 
been communicated by the Sun by Day, | F 
and the Moon by Night. So fince the 
Light of IJſrael was ſet up, there was no- 4 
thing but Darkneſs where it ſhined not. 
Even ſo now the Sun of Righteouſneſs has h. 
arifen, and does give a glorious Light in 
the Chriſtian Church, they that follow it 
* come into the Light of Eternal _ : 
ut I ö 
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ut they who do not ſee it are in Darke: 
Weſs, and they who deſpiſe it and are diſ- 

Pbedient to it, cannot ſee God or be ſaved. 


| IV. The fourth and laſt Objeftion remains 


Pin no more ſhake the Truth of our Do- 
Arine than the other. It is this, that if 
Salvation can only be had within the Chri- 
ian Church, than thoſe without, which 
Gre by far the greateſt part of Mankind, lie 
Inder a ſevere, yea, a cruel Sentence, which 
6 ems inconſiſtent with the Goodneſs and Ju- 
ice of God: For Salvation has not been 
ered to them, neither do they know the 
Perms on which it is given, their Ignorance 
ems invincible, and is it Juſt or Right, 
Wot to forewarn People of their Danger; or 
let them periſh for not accepting what 
"Was never offered unto. them, and what 

"hey knew nothing of, neither could know. 
1 have put the Obſection in its full Force. 
I will not anſwer this, by the ſoveraign 
> Futhority and abſolute Power of God, by 
Which he can and may do whatſoever: he 
Jleaſeth with his own Creatures. This 1 
Fnow will not go down with ſome, and 
Indeed, ſome who take this Method of ſhif- 
ing the Objection, do carry the Argument 
Foo far, neither are careful to ſpeak hono- 
Fable things of God. In the Repreſentation 
If the Exerciſe of abſolute Power, they 
Wbſtract too much from Goodneſs, Mercy, 
3 and 
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Jo be conſidered, which when conſidered, 


> 
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and Juſtice, which are inſeparable from God; e 
and ſo while they ſtrive to juſtiſy him, they | 
ſuggeſt unworthy Thoughts, which beget Tr. 
a ſecret Averſion to God and Religion, . 
Wherefore in Anfwer to this Objection 1 
chuſe to ſay, Firſt, That we ought to lock 
upon the divine Proceedings, eſpecially thoſe WF 
that are not fully revealed, with all Mode. 
fy and Humility, becauſe they are out of 
dür reach, neither is it poſſible for us to 
know by our ſelves the Reaſons of them, 


Which are certainly Juſt and Right. It h 


Raſhneſs to condemn Men before we hear | 
them, and before we utiderftand their pur. 
poſes, the Rules and Meaſures of their Con] 
duct. Ir is greater Preſumption to cenſure? 
what God doth; and to accuſe him of un] FY 
juſt and unworthy things, becauſe his ways 
are not plain to us, nor agreeable to all ouf 
Notions, which we often alter; and ae 
therefore no juſt and certain Standard fot 
trying the divine Proceedings, which are 
fo much hid from us. We are not ſurer 
of his Exiſtence, than that he is Holy, Juſt? 
and Good, and that his abſolute Power acts“ 
in concert with theſe other gracious Attri-}# 
butes, and conſequently that he is and muſt 
be Holy in all his ways, Juſt and Righte- 
ous in all his Doings, tho? every particu. 
lar be not known to us. Therefore tho 
ne Man could unfold the Proceedings of 
God with Men, in reference to Eternal Sa-“ 
vation, tho? the Difficulties and ſeeming In- 
P conſiitencies 


Lo 


( 3} ) | | 
conſiſtencies could not be cleared, yet there 
is no reaſon to ſtumble in the belief of this 


dj | 


18 Truth, that it's neceſſary to Salvation, 
— Ito be added to the Chureh and to continue 
11 ia it. Theſe Difficulties and myſterious 
ok things, prove that God is Incomprehenſible, 


Band that we are ſhort ſighted; that we 
ae. ought to have a holy Fear and Admirati- 
oon of him, and an humble Senſe of our 


* = Secondly, When all are Crimfnals and 
| b guilty, may not ſome be ſpared and others 
„ puniſhed. There is Mercy ſhewed to them 


that are ſpared, and there is no Injuſtice 


on done to them Who are puniſh'd, for they 
Ne 5 -Y 0 o 
receive only their Deſert. The Rulers and 


Judges of this World do ſo, and we cannot 
deny the Equity of their Proceedings. Why 
then, ſhould this Method we approve of be 


oy Jobjected againſt God? 


= Thirdly, Neither has God been ſo much 
wanting to the Heathen World, nor are the 
Men in it ſo excuſable as the Objection re- 
LJ preſents and urgeth. They that periſh can- 
not plead altogether invincible Ignorance, 
they periſh by their own fault, not only on 
ſult! the account of their Sins, but becauſe of 

their neglect of Salvation, and their careleſſ- 
I neſs to accept the Offers, and to lay hold 
on the Opportunity of it. For, The Grace 


7 
gd F God which bringeth Salvation hath appeared 
52. all Men, not indeed in the ſame meaſure, 
In. or after the ſame manner, or to the ſame 
ies F degree; 


(34) 
degree; but ſufficient to render all lefs of 
more without Excuſe. The Sun in the na. Yo 
tural Firmament doth not ariſe and ſhineſ tl 
upon all alike, on ſome directly, on other} I 
obliquely, on ſome near, on others at a di. le 
 Bance: But his going forth fs from the end | nd. 
of the Heaven, and his Circuit unto the end 
of it, and there is nothing hid from the hel 
thereof. So that tho' all have not the ſame Matt 
Benefit, all have wherewith to provide then! 


neceſſaries of natural Life. Even fo the Light n if 


Jani 
90. 


Earth, and their Words unto the Ends of ti all 


would not keep, nor yet enquire after tha 
which promis'd Eternal Life, their Deſtru, “ 
Ction lies at their own Door. They run up 

and down the World, and traffick with one uk 
another, for the Comforts and Conveniencies Nes 
of the natural Life. They ſoon borrow and 
purchaſe one anothers uſeful Inventions 
Why not as anxious for their Souls and E-“ 
ternal Welfare? Why ſhould they not as 
carefully ſeek out what may bring them to 
God, and give them Hope in his Mercy?“ 


dm 
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8 of . 
ng. Do they deſpiſe it, and ſet light by it? And 
bine Ho they not then juſtly Periſh. 

then I conſeſs, ſome labour under great Preju- 
1 difÞlices, and almoſt inſuperable Difficulties, 
ena ond ſo have far lefs to anſwer for than o- 
end A hers. The Natives of America, by any Ac. 
ea tount we have yet, are leſs guilty in this 
ſame Matter and may plead more Excuſe, than 
the ny Feople in the other three parts of 
gh e World. Certainly therefore in the Day 
„bal f Judgment, it ſhall be more tolerable for 
uch, than for thoſe with whom the Grace 


larly: 
= f God has abounded, but have reliſted it. 


rung . | 

ri or as the good and faithful Servant doth 
iter into the Joy of his Lord, fo that Ser- 
„ ant which knew his Lords Will, and prepared 


% Wot himſelf, neither did according to his Will, 
" thi ball be beaten with many ſtripes. But he that 
on Lew not and did commit things worthy of 
Men 8” ipes, ſpall be beaten with few ſtripes. For 
that to whomſoever much is given, of him ſhall 
try, de much required, and to whom Men have 
ug ommitted much, of them they will ast the more. 


2 up f 
b Tuke xii. 47. By this Paſſage it doth ap- 


one | 
cies Pear, that as there are different Degrees of 
and! ickedneſs, ſo of Puaiſhments anſwerable 


ons 4 them; and that the Righteous Lord will 


- a6 heir ſeveral States and Circumſtances, will 
| ro dmit truly reaſonable Excuſes, and will 


cy! 1 uniſh none above what they deſerve; as 
Do certainly they who will not know what 
they may, are equally guilty with chem 
4 who 


(36) 5 
who refuſe to do what they know. He 
who is at no pains to inform himſelf of his 
Maſters Will, is no leſs wicked than he 
who does contrary to it. So that the blind. 
neſs of Pagans and Mahometans is not of 
excuſable as it may be ſome think. 3 
But whether it be or not what is it to us? 
Muſt we know the ſecret purpoſes of God con- 
cerning thoſe, who have not the Lightwe have? 
Ts it our buſineſs to take an Account of him? 
And is he anſwerableto us? Or will it alter 
our Duty? Will it lefſen our Obligation to, 


from the Grace of God, neither loſe the Sal} * 


vation offered us. We ought to pray tha * 
God's Ways way be knowa unto all Men, ai} do 
his ſaving Health to all Nations. Nay wil do 
ought to endeavour it. But whether they WI 
draw back or not, it concerns us to follow 15 
our Light, and to obey all thoſe Ordinance he 
and Inſtitutions which this Light diſcovers rc 
otherwiſe we are diſobedicnt to the heaven He 
Y Voice, and cannot eſcape thoſe dreadful} us 
uniſhments threatned. Has God made de 
choice of us for his peculiar People? Has be led 


. 
r . 
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his he not done ſo with every Nation? It is 


he] matter of great Rejoieing, it ſhould excite. 
ind. all within us to praiſe his holy Name, and 
t off to make thankful Acknowledgments of his 
I free and undeſerved Goodneſs. We are not 
his People by Nature more than ethers, nor 
is his Church and Kingdom ſettled amongſt 
e2 us, becauſe. we merit it. It is his own free 
'M Favour which he may recal at his Pleaſure. 
Others have been caſt off, and ſo may. we. 
= God has removed his Candleſtick diverſe 
times out of the place where it was ſet 
MJ up. We hold the gracious Priviledge of it, 
only upon condition. that we highly value 
it, that we carefully obſerve it, and that 
we anſwer the End of it, which is to caſt 
je off the Works of Darkneſs, and to abound 
in every Work of the Lord. But is this 
univerſally done? How little difference be- 
3 twixt the Lives and Morals of Heathens, 
and of the generality amongſt us? And is 
not this Provoking? May not this, as it has 
done before, cauſe a Tranſplanting the King- 
dom of God from us, to ſome others wha 
will bring forth the Fruits of it ? As there 
is more Cauſe to fear this than is appre- 
hended, there are alſo more Preſages of it than 
are laid to Heart. 'The Aria» and other 
Hereſies which inſulted the God-head of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and of the Holy Ghoſt; which 
denyed the Sufferings of Chriſt, or dwind- 
ed them into nothing; which wantonly di- 
: 1 ſputed 


OT 
ſputed and explain'd the Myſtery of our 
Redemption, and the other things revealed, 
introduced the groſs Deluſions of Mahomet, 
and provoked God to give up the Eaftern 
Nations ſo much unto theſe damnable Er- 
rors. Have not we then Reaſon to fear 
he withdrawing or extinction of our Light, 
When there is ſuch growth of Atheiſm and 
['nfidelity, ſuch encreaſe of Sects and Here- 
xs, ſuch a Diſpoſition to- believe every Spi- 
it, and ſuch eaſineſs to be toſſed to and 


fro, and carried about with every wind of | 
Doctrine! Was the Church of Perganius ſe- 


verely threatned, for having in it thoſe who 
beld the Doctrine of Balaam, and the Do- 


Qrine of the Nicolaitans which God hated? þ 


And can we think our ſelves ſafe while they 


are among us and encourag'd, who Un-God |# 
Chriſt and Sap the Foundations of Chriſti- 
: Who ridicule the occaſion of our 
_ Redemption and deny the effect of it; who 
adore human Reaſon, and have as much 
Regard to the Notions and Teſtimonies of 


anity 


ef Men, as to the Declarations of Scripture ; 
who vitiate the Taſte of that which is revealed, 
and who indulge and favour an exceſſive 
Appetite after the Wiſdom and Conceits of 
Heathen Philoſophers and Poets. Theſe things 


both encreaſe our Guilt, and hinder the Senſe 


of it which excites to Repentance; and fo 
they are both Cauſes and Fore-runners of 
Divine Judgment and Rejection. If there- 
fore we do not take all heed to our —_ 

1 
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if we do not cleanſe our ſelves from the 

d. Filchineſs both of the Fleſh and Spirit, that 
7 


is, both Immoralities of Practice, and thoſe 


„Errors which defile the Mind, we may fear 
7 that God will in his juſt Diſpleaſure change 
ir bis holy Habitation, and withdraw his gra- 
t, Cious Preſence, and thoſe bleſſed Eſſects which 
d | we have hitherto enjoyed, as much as any 
e. People, and more than many. God avert 


his juſt Judgments, and give us Grace in 
d this our Day, to confider the things of our 
of Peace, left they be hid from us. 


* To our moſt wiſe and moſt merciful God, 
Father, Son, and Hoy U hoſt, be Glory, Honcar, 
and Praiſe, for ever, and ever, Amen. 
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